Invitation to a shared community ministry.
Health care reform presents new challenges as community clergy, health care chaplains, and parish nurses seek to provide spiritual care. This contribution describes both the advantages and barriers to a shared community ministry. Collaboration among these professionals can provide an important continuum of spiritual care. Health care chaplains can serve as a vital link between patients and their other spiritual caregivers. They should welcome community clergy as part of the healing team and offer resources such as residency programs and seminars. Parish nurses can expand the health ministry of the church and help community clergy and chaplains provide spiritual support. The skills and gifts of each can weave a shared community ministry to provide a holistic approach to the spiritual needs of congregants.